
Cards – changing communities 

We used to meet neighbours in the 

launderette, the bakery, the church 

and the fruit stall but they have all 

gone now. 

The streets used to be unsafe with 

stabbings and fights but it is much 

calmer now. 

There are more and more people 

from all over the world, a ‘diversity 

explosion’ 

It is much harder for young people 

now. Jobs were easy to find, houses 

were cheap. Now it is so competitive. 

Supermarkets are killing the small 

corner shops. 

It is noisier, busier, scarier, with more 

disturbance making it harder to get 

to sleep at nights. 

Shopping has improved a lot, with 

new shopping centres and the fact 

that people from different cultures 

can now easily find their own food. 

The area is improving fast because of 

time and money being invested.  

In the past there were racist attacks 

and negative attitudes to our food. 

Now people love our food. 

Transport is more overcrowded, 

everything is busier and there are 

less green spaces.  

We used to have to go and pay at a 

coffee shop to use a computer and 

now we all have our own.  It is much 

easier than it was to send money to 

family overseas. There is more 

entertainment locally so people don’t 

have to travel to the West End. 

When I was a child the streets were 

safe but when my son was growing 

up in the 1990s there was a lot of 

knife crime. Now it’s safer again 

because there are always people in 

the streets. 

There is more contact between 

cultures especially among the young. 

New arrivals – such as East Europeans 

now – bring new cuisine to the shops 

and restaurants. 

In the past it was hard to get access 

to our places of worship and cultural 

heritage but now there are temples 

and TV gives our children easy access 

to our own culture. 

In the past it was quiet and almost 

dead at weekends. Now it is busy and 

lively with much more going on, 

especially since the Olympics, with 

new shops and restaurants. 
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